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US: State by State Small 
Business Registration & 

Information Links 
Alabama 

• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Alabama Secretary of State Business Services 

Alaska 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Alaska Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing 

Arizona 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Arizona Department of Revenue 

Arkansas 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Arkansas Business 

California 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• California Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development 

Colorado 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Colorado Business Express 

Connecticut 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Connecticut Licensing Info Center 

Delaware 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Delaware's One Stop Business Registration and Licensing System 
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http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Alabama&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.sos.state.al.us/BusinessServices/Default.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Alaska&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://commerce.alaska.gov/occ/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Arizona&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.azdor.gov/Business.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Arkansas&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://portal.arkansas.gov/business/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=California&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://business.ca.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Colorado&pstate=0&bcat=0
https://www.colorado.gov/apps/jboss/cbe/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Connecticut&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.ct-clic.com/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Delaware&pstate=0&bcat=0
https://onestop.delaware.gov/osbrlpublic/Home.jsp


 

District of Columbia 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• The District of Columbia Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

Florida 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Business Portal of the State of Florida 

Georgia 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Georgia Business, Labor and Employment 

Hawaii 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Hawaii Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism 

Idaho 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Business Resources for the State of Idaho 

Illinois 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Illinois Business 

Indiana 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Indiana Business and Employment 

Iowa 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Iowa Secretary of State's Online Business Center 

Kansas 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Kansas Business Center 

Kentucky 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Kentucky Business Services 
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http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Delaware&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://dcra.dc.gov/DC/DCRA
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Florida&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.myflorida.com/taxonomy/business/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Georgia&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.georgia.gov/00/channel_title/0,2094,4802_4971,00.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Hawaii&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://hawaii.gov/dbedt/business/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Idaho&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://business.idaho.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Illinois&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www2.illinois.gov/Business/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Indiana&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.state.in.us/ai/licensing/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Iowa&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://sos.iowa.gov/business/UCCInfo.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Kansas&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.kansas.gov/businesscenter/starting/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Kentucky&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://sos.ky.gov/business/


 

Louisiana 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Louisiana Secretary of State Commercial Division 

Maine 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Maine Department of Economic and Community Development 

Maryland 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 

Massachusetts 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• The Official Website of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts - Business 

Michigan 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Michigan Business One Stop 

Minnesota 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Positively Minnesota - Department of Employment and Economic Development 

Mississippi 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Mississippi - Secretary of State - Business Services 

Missouri 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Missouri Business Portal 

Montana 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Montana Business Services 

Nebraska 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Nebraska Department of Revenue 
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http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Louisiana&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.sos.la.gov/tabid/1027/default.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Maine&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.maine.gov/portal/business/index.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Maryland&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/charter.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Massachusetts&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.mass.gov/portal/business/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Michigan&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.michigan.gov/business
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Minnesota&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.positivelyminnesota.com/Business/Starting_a_Business/index.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Mississippi&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.sos.ms.gov/business_services.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Missouri&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.business.mo.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Montana&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://sos.mt.gov/Business/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Nebraska&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.revenue.ne.gov/business/bus_regist.html


 

Nevada 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Nevada Department of Business and Industry 

New Hampshire 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of New Hampshire - Business 

New Jersey 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of New Jersey Business Portal 

New Mexico 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

New York 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• New York Department of State - Division of Corporations 

North Carolina 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Business Link North Carolina 

North Dakota 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• North Dakota Secretary of State Business Services 

Ohio 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Ohio Secretary of State Business Services 

Oklahoma 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

Oregon 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Oregon Department of Revenue 
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http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Nevada&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://business.nv.gov/StartABusiness.htm
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=New+Hampshire&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.nh.gov/business/index.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=New+Jersey&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://nj.gov/njbusiness/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=New+Mexico&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.nmprc.state.nm.us/corporations/index.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=New+York&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.dos.ny.gov/corps/bcfaq.asp
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=North+Carolina&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://blnc.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=North+Dakota&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.nd.gov/sos/businessserv/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Ohio&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Businesses.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Oklahoma&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.okcommerce.gov/Start-A-Business
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Oregon&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.oregon.gov/DOR/BUS/starting.shtml


 

Pennsylvania 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Pennsylvania Open for Business 

Rhode Island 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Rhode Island - Secretary of State - Business Services 

South Carolina 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• South Carolina Department of Revenue 

South Dakota 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• South Dakota Governor's Office of Economic Development 

Tennessee 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Tennessee Government - Business 

Texas 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Texas - Business and Professional Services 

Utah 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Business in Utah 

Vermont 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Vermont Business Portal 

Virginia 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Virginia Economic Development Partnership 

Washington 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Access Washington 
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http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Pennsylvania&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.paopen4business.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/pa_open_for_business/7176
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Rhode+Island&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://sos.ri.gov/business/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=South+Carolina&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.sctax.org/Publications/startbusns.htm
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=South+Dakota&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.sdreadytowork.com/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Tennessee&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.tn.gov/topics/Business
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Texas&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.texas.gov/en/discover/Pages/topic.aspx?topicid=/business&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Utah&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.utah.gov/business/index.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Vermont&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.vermont.gov/portal/business/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Virginia&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.yesvirginia.org/
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Washington&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://access.wa.gov/business/index.aspx


 

West Virginia 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Business in West Virginia 

Wisconsin 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• State of Wisconsin Business Services 

Wyoming 
• SBA - Business Licenses and Permits 
• Wyoming Business Council 
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http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=West+Virginia&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.wv.gov/business/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Wisconsin&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://www.wisconsin.gov/state/core/business.html
http://www.sba.gov/bgsearch/permitme2_0.do?q=Wyoming&pstate=0&bcat=0
http://sbinformation.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=sbinformation&cdn=money&tm=33&f=10&su=p1116.1.150.ip_p284.13.342.ip_&tt=2&bt=1&bts=0&zu=http%3A//www.wyomingbusiness.org/


 

Canada: Provincial & 
Territorial Small Business 

Registration & Information 
Links 

NUANS Name Search  
Applies to: All of Canada  
Compare your proposed business name with the names of existing 
businesses to see if it is unique. 

Alberta 
Corporate Registry (Alberta)  
Applies to: Alberta 
To conduct business in Alberta, register your cooperative, corporation, extra-provincial 
company, non-profit company, society, trade name and/or partnership. 

British Columbia 
BC Business Registry  
Applies to: British Columbia 
This website will guide you through the steps of registering your sole proprietorship or 
general partnership business in BC.  

Manitoba 
Companies Office - Business name registration and provincial incorporation (Manitoba)  
Applies to: Manitoba 
How do you register your business, and what do you need to know about provincial 
incorporation?  

New Brunswick 
Corporate Registry 
Applies to: New Brunswick 
Corporate Registry incorporates New Brunswick-based business corporations and non-
profit companies, and registers partnerships and business names under which sole 
proprietorships and partnerships operate. 
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http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/1275/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2920/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2962/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2768/
https://www.pxw1.snb.ca/snb7001/e/2000/2500e.asp


 

 
Registration of a Business Name 
Applies to: New Brunswick 

 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Registry of Companies (Newfoundland and Labrador)  
Applies to: Newfoundland and Labrador 
In Newfoundland and Labrador, you must register with the Registry of Companies if you 
decide to incorporate provincially. 

Northwest Territories 
Corporate Registry 
Applies to: Northwest Territories 
Register a business name in the Northwest Territories 

Nova Scotia 
Access Nova Scotia  
Applies to: Nova Scotia 
Find out how to register your business, obtain required permits and licences, and get 
information on provincial government business programs and services.  

Nunavut 
Legal Registries — Nunavut  
Applies to: Nunavut 
Learn how to register your business in Nunavut, whether you live in Nunavut or live in 
another part of Canada and want to do business in Nunavut.  

Ontario 
Business name registration information (Ontario)  
Applies to: Ontario 
Register your business name online, in person or by mail.  

Prince Edward Island (P.E. I. ) 
Corporate services — Business name registration (Prince Edward Island)  
Applies to: Prince Edward Island 
Register your business name in Prince Edward Island to prevent other organizations from 
using the same business name.  
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https://www.pxw1.snb.ca/snb7001/b/1000/CSS-FOL-SNB-45-0003B.pdf
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2997/
http://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/CorporateRegistry/CR_Partnership_BNReg.shtml
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/3215/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2665/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2067/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/3389/


 

Quebec 
Enterprise Registrar  
If you have a business operating in Quebec, you must register with the enterprise register 
and declare your organization's legal form.  
Revenu Québec – Businesses Portal  
Is your company based in Quebec? This business portal provides information on income tax, 
consumption taxes, and more, to help you properly meet your fiscal obligations.  

Saskatchewan 
Registering Your Business in Saskatchewan  
Applies to: Saskatchewan 
Find out how to register your corporation, sole proprietorship, partnership, extra-provincial 
corporation, co-operative or not for profit corporation in Saskatchewan. 

Yukon 
Business Registration in the Yukon  
Applies to: Yukon 
In order to register your business in the Yukon, you will have to contact Corporate Affairs.  
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http://www.registreentreprises.gouv.qc.ca/en/a_propos/registre/default.aspx
http://www.revenu.gouv.qc.ca/en/entreprise/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/2716/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/summary/5438/


 

UK: Business Start Up Helpful 
Links 

Business Link- Start Up 
A collection of information to help you start your business in the UK. 
 
Setting Up a Business in Ireland 
Citizens Information for setting up a business. 
 

Australia: Business Start Up 
Links 

Register Your Business  
Steps and considerations when starting your business in Australia 
 
Home-based Business 
Information to help you start a home based business in Australia. 

Starting a Business in Other 
Countries 

The following links may be helpful but aren't necessarily official. 

Austria 
Starting a Business 

France 
Registering your Business in France 

Germany 
Starting a Business in Germany 
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http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.s=tl&topicId=1073858805
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/employment/types_of_employment/self_employment/setting_up_a_business_in_ireland.html
http://www.business.gov.au/BusinessTopics/Registrationandlicences/Registeryourbusinessorcompany/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.business.gov.au/BusinessTopics/Homebasedbusiness/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.help.gv.at/Portal.Node/hlpd/public/content/149/Seite.1490000.html
http://www.frenchentree.com/france-employment-work-jobs/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=33928
http://berlin.angloinfo.com/countries/germany/business.asp


 

New Zealand 
Starting a small business F.A.Q. 

South Africa 
SA Business Hub 

Switzerland 
Register a Business in Switzerland 
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http://www.business.govt.nz/starting-up/before-you-decide/starting-a-small-business-frequently-asked-question
http://www.sabusinesshub.com/section/index.php?SectionId=4
http://www.ehow.com/how_2312251_register-business-switzerland.html
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